'The Histories' by Herodotus (c.440 Be)
Translated by George Rawlinson; Edited by Robert Shurmer
1. Introduction
These are the researches of Herodotus of Halicamassus, which he publishes, in the hope of thereby
preserving from decay the remembrance of what men have done, and of preventing the great and wonderful
actions of the Greeks and the Barbarians from losing their due meet of glory; and to put on record what
were their grounds for going to war. According to the Persians best informed in history, the Trojans began
the quarrel .... when Alexander the son of King Priam, resolved to procure himself a wife out of Greece by
violence, fully persuaded, that as the Greeks had not given satisfaction for their outrages, so neither would
he be forced to make any for his. Accordingly he made prize of Helen; upon which the Greeks decided that,
before resorting to other measures, they would send envoys to reclaim the princess and require reparation
of the wrong. Their demands were met with score and defiance.
Hitherto the injuries on either side had been mere acts of common violence; but in what followed the
Persians consider that the Greeks were greatly to blame, since before any attack had been made on Europe,
they led an army into Asia. Now as for the carrying off of women, it is the deed, they say, of a rogue: but to
make such a stir about the women that are carried off, makes a man a fool. Men of sense care nothing for
such women, since it is plain that without their own consent they would never be forced away. The
Asiatics, when the Greeks ran off with their women, never troubled themselves about the matter; but the
Greeks, for the sake of a single Lacedaemonian girl, collected a vast armament, invaded Asia, and
destroyed the kingdom of Priam. Henceforth they ever looked upon the Greeks as their open enemies. For
Asia, with all the various tribes of barbarians that inhabit it, is regarded by the Persians as their own; but
Europe and the Greek race they look on as distinct and separate.
Such is the account which the Persians give of these matters. They trace to the attack upon Troy their
ancient enmity towards the Greeks .... Whether this latter account is true, or whether the matter happened
otherwise, I shall not discuss further. I shall proceed at once to point out the person who first within my
own knowledge inflicted injury on the Greeks, after which I shall go forward with my history, describing
equally the greater and the lesser cities. For the cities which were formerly great have most of them become
insignificant; and such as are at present powerful, were weak in distant times. I shall therefore discourse
equally of both, convinced that human happiness never continues long in one place.

2. Croesus and the Prophecy
King Croesus, by birth a Lydian, was lord of all the nations to the west of the river Halys. This stream,
which separates Syria from Paphlagonia, runs with a course from south to north, and finally falls into the
Euxine. So far as our knowledge goes, he was the first of the barbarians who had dealings with the Greeks,
forcing some of them to become his tributaries, and entering into alliance with others. He conquered the
Ionian Greeks of Asia, and made a treaty with the Lacedaemonians. Up to that time all Greeks had been
free.
The sovereignty of Lydia passed into the family of Croesus in the manner which I will now relate .... On
the death of Alyattes, Croesus, his son, who was thirty-five years old, succeeded to the throne. Ofthe Greek
cities, Ephesus was the first that he attacked. The Ephesians, when he laid siege to the place, made an
offering of their city to Artemis, by stretching a rope from the town wall to the temple of the goddess, then
besieged by Croesus. They were, as I said, the first Greeks whom he attacked. Afterwards, on some pretext
or other, he made war in turn upon every Ionian and Aeolian state.
In this way he made himself master of all the Greek cities in Asia, and forced them to become his
tributaries; after which he began to think of building ships, and attacking the islanders. Everything had been
got ready for this purpose, when Bias of Priene put a stop to the project. .. Croesus afterwards, in the course
of many years, brought under his sway almost all the nations to the west of the Halys. The Lycians and
Cilicians alone continued free; all the other tribes he reduced and held in subjection. They were the
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following: the Lydians, Phrygians, Mysians, Mariandynians, Chalybians, Paphlagonians, Thynian and
Bithynian Thracians, Carians, Ionians, Dorians, Aeolians and Pamphylians.
At the end of this time [c. 546 BCE], Croesus was interrupted by intelligence from abroad. He learnt that
Cyrus, the son ofCambyses, had destroyed the Median empire of Astyages [Cyrus conquered Media in 550
Be]; and that the Persians were becoming daily more powerful. This led him to consider with himself
whether it were possible to check the growing power of that people before it came to a head. With this in
mind, he resolved first to test the veracity of the several oracles in Greece and of the one in Libya. So he
sent his messengers in different directions, some to Delphi, some to Abae in Phocis, and some to Dodona;
others to the. oracle of Amphiaraus; others to that of Trophonius; others, again, to Branchidae in Milesia.
These were the Greek oracles which he consulted. To Libya he sent another embassy, to consult the oracle
of Ammon. These messengers were sent to test the knowledge of the oracles; that, ifthey were found really
to return true answers, he might send a second time, and inquire if he ought to attack the Persians.
The messengers who were dispatched to make trial of the oracles were given the following instructions:
they were to keep count of the days from the time of their leaving Sardis, and, reckoning from that date, on
the hundredth day they were to consult the oracles, and to inquire of them what Croesus, king of Lydia, was
doing at that moment. The answers given them were to be taken down in writing, and brought back to him.
None of the replies remain on record except that of the oracle at Delphi. There, the moment that the
Lydians entered the sanctuary, and before they put their questions, the Pythia thus answered them in
hexameter verse:I can count the sands, and I can measure the ocean;
I have ears for the silent, and know what the dumb man meaneth;
Lo! on my sense there striketh the smell of a shell-covered tortoise,
Boiling now on a fire, with the flesh of a lamb, in a cauldronBrass is the vessel below, and brass the cover above it.
These words the Lydians wrote down from the mouth of the Pythia as she prophesied, and then set off on
their return to Sardis. When all the messengers had come back with the answers that they had received,
Croesus undid the rolls, and read what was written in each. Only one approved itself to him, that of the
Delphic oracle. This he had no sooner heard than he instantly made an act of adoration, and accepted it as
true, declaring that the Delphic was the only really oracular shrine, the only one that had discovered in what
way he was in fact employed. For on the departure of his messengers he had set himself to think what was
most impossible for anyone to conceive of his doing, and then, waiting till the day agreed on came, he
acted as he had determined. He took a tortoise and a lamb, and cutting them in pieces with his own hands,
boiled them both together in a brazen cauldron, covered over with a lid of brass.
Such then was the answer returned to Croesus from Delphi.
After this Croesus, having resolved to win the favor of the Delphic god with a magnificent sacrifice,
offered up three thousand of every kind of sacrificial beast, and besides made a huge pile, and placed upon
it couches coated with silver and with gold, and golden goblets, and robes and vests of purple; all which he
burnt in the hope of thereby making himself more secure ofthe favor of Apollo. Further he issued his
orders to all the people of the land to offer a sacrifice according to their means. When the sacrifice was
ended, the king melted down a vast quantity of gold, and ran it into ingots, making them six palms long,
three palms broad, and one palm in thickness. The number of ingots was a hundred and seventeen, four
being of refined gold, in weight two talents and a half; the others of pale gold, and in weight two talents. He
also caused a statue of a lion to be made in refined gold, the weight of which was ten talents. Later, when
the temple of Delphi was burnt to the ground, this lion fell from the ingots on which it was placed; it now
stands in the Corinthian treasury, and weighs only six talents and a half, having lost three talents and a half
by the fire.
These were the offerings sent by Croesus to Delphi. To the dream shrine of the god-king Amphiaraus at
Oropos [in north-west Attica], he also sent a shield entirely of gold, and a spear, also of solid gold, both
head and shaft. They were still there while I lived at Thebes, laid up in the temple of Apollo. [Everyone
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who came to consult Amphiaraus had to purify himself by offering something to Amphiaraus and to the
other gods and heroes. He had throw gold and silver coins in the Sacred Spring and put various objects like
small statues or votive human limbs on the altar in front of the temple. After sacrificing a ram, one had to
wrap himself into the fresh skin of this animal and sleep with it inside the temple. During his dream he
received the advice ofthe god for his problem or the way how to be cured.]
The messengers who had the charge of conveying these treasures to the shrines, received instructions to ask
the oracles whether Croesus should go to war with the Persians and if so, whether he should strengthen
himself by the forces of an ally. Accordingly, when they had reached their destinations and presented the
gifts, they proceeded to consult the oracles in the following terms: "Croesus, of Lydia and other countries,
believing that these are the only real oracles in all the world, has sent you such presents as your discoveries
deserved, and now inquires of you whether he shall go to war with the Persians, and if so, whether he shall
strengthen himself by the forces ofa ally." Both the oracles agreed in the tenor of their reply, which was in
each case a prophecy that if Croesus attacked the Persians, he would destroy a mighty empire, and a
recommendation to him to look and see who were the most powerful ofthe Greeks, and to make alliance
with them.
Croesus, informed of all these circumstances, sent messengers to Sparta, with gifts in their hands, and they
asked the Spartans to enter into an alliance with Lydia. They received strict injunctions as to what they
should say, and on their arrival at Sparta spoke as follows:
"Croesus, king of the Lydians and of other nations, has sent us to speak thus to you: 'Oh Lacedaemonians,
the god has bidden me to make the Greek my friend; I therefore apply to you, in conformity with the oracle,
knowing that you hold the first rank in Greece, and desire to become your friend and ally in all true faith
and honesty.''' The Lacedaemonians, who were aware beforehand of the reply given him by the oracle,
were full of joy at the comirig of the messengers, and at once took the oaths of friendship and alliance.
At the receipt of these oracular replies and the support of Sparta Croesus was overjoyed, and felt sure now
that he would destroy the empire of the Persians. Croesus, taking the oracle in a wrong sense, led his forces
into Cappadocia, fully expecting to defeat Cyrus and destroy the empire of the Persians. While he was still
engaged in making preparations for his attack, a Lydian named Sandanis, who had always been looked
upon as a wise man came forward and counseled the king in these words:
"Thou art about, oh! king, to make war against men who wear leather trousers, and have all their other
garments of leather; who feed not on what they like, but on what they can get from a soil that is sterile and
unkind; who do not indulge in wine, but drink water; who possess no figs nor anything else that is good to
eat. If, then, thou conquerest them, what canst thou get from them, seeing that they have nothing at all? But
if they conquer thee, consider how much that is precious thou wilt lose: if they once get a taste of our
pleasant things, they will keep such hold of them that we shall never be able to make them loose their
grasp. For my part, I am thankful to the gods that they have not put it into the hearts ofthe Persians to
invade Lydia."
Croesus was not persuaded by this speech, though it was true enough; for before the conquest of Lydia, the
Persians possessed none of the luxuries or delights of life. [The war that Croessus started ended badly for
Lydia. The Persian forces of Cyrus defeated him, attacked the Lydian capital of Sardis in 546 Be, and took
complete control of Lydia.]

BOOK VI
1. Darius gains revenge on the Ionians (c. 498-494)
[Following an Ionian uprising begun at Miletus by Agistagoras, satrap ofMiletus, the Persians made war
against the Greek city-states of the Ionian coast.] ... Presently the Ionians began to assemble in their ships,
and with them came the Aeolians ofLesbos; and in this way they arrayed their navy:- The wing towards the
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east was formed of the Milesians themselves, who furnished eighty ships; next to them came the Prienians
with twelve, and the Myusians with three ships; after the Myusians were stationed the Teians, whose ships
were seventeen; then the Chians, who furnished a hundred. The Erythraeans and Phocaeans followed, the
former with eight, the latter with three ships; beyond the Phocaeans were the Lesbians, furnishing seventy;
last of all came the Samians, forming the western wing, and furnishing sixty vessels. The fleet amounted in
all to three hundred and fifty-three triremes. Such was the number on the Ionian side.
On the side of the barbarians [Persians] the number of vessels was six hundred. These assembled off the
coast ofMilesia, while the land army collected upon the shore; but the leaders, learning the strength of the
Ionian fleet, began to fear lest they might fail to defeat them, in which case, not having the mastery at sea,
they would be unable to reduce Miletus, and might in consequence receive rough treatment at the hands of
Darius. So when they thought of all these things, they resolved on the following course:- Calling together
the Ionian tyrants, who had fled to the Medes for refuge when Aristagoras deposed them from their
governments, and who were now in camp, having joined in the expedition against Miletus, the Persians
addressed them thus: "Men ofIonia, now is the fit time to show your zeal for the house of the king. Use
your best efforts, every one of you, to detach your fellow-countrymen from the general body. Hold forth to
them the promise that, if they submit, no harm shall happen to them on account of their rebellion; their
temples shall not be burnt, nor any of their private buildings; neither shall they be treated with greater
harshness than before the outbreak. But if they refuse to yield, and determine to try the chance ofa battle,
threaten them with the fate which shall assuredly overtake them in that case. Tell them, when they are
vanquished in fight, they shall be enslaved; their boys shall be made eunuchs, and their maidens transported
to Bactra; while their country shall be delivered into the hands of foreigners."
Thus spoke the Persians. The Ionian tyrants sent accordingly by night to their respective citizens, and
reported the words of the Persians; but the people were all staunch, and refused to betray their countrymen,
those of each state thinking that they alone had had made to them. Now these events, happened on the first
appearance of the Persians before Miletus.
Afterwards, while the Ionian fleet was still assembled at Lade, councils were held, and speeches made by
divers persons- among the rest by Dionysius, the Phocaean captain, who thus expressed himself:- "Our
affairs hang on the razor's edge, men of Ionia, either to be free or to be slaves; and slaves, too, who have
shown themselves runaways. Now then you have to choose whether you will endure hardships, and so for
the present lead a life of toil, but thereby gain ability to overcome your enemies and establish your own
freedom; or whether you will persist in this slothfulness and disorder, in which case I see no hope of your
escaping the king's vengeance for your rebellion. I beseech you, be persuaded by me, and trust yourselves
to my guidance. Then, if the gods only hold the balance fairly between us, I undertake to say that our foes
will either decline a battle, or, if they fight, suffer complete discomfiture."
These words prevailed with the Ionians, and forthwith they committed themselves to Dionysius; whereupon
he proceeded every day to make the ships move in column, and the rowers ply their oars, and exercise
themselves in breaking the line; while the marines were held under arms, and the vessels were kept, till
evening fell, upon their anchors, so that the men had nothing but toil from morning even to night. ...
The Persians, when they had vanquished the Ionians in the sea-fight, besieged Miletus both by land and
sea, driving mines under the walls, and making use of every known device, until at length they took both
the citadel and the town, six years from the time when the revolt first broke out under Aristagoras. All the
inhabitants of the city they reduced to slavery, and thus the event tallied with the announcement which had
been made by the oracle ....
... In Samos the people of the richer sort were much displeased with the doings of the captains, and the
dealings they had had the Medes; they therefore held a council, very shortly after the sea-fight, and
resolved that they would not remain to become the slaves of Aeaces and the Persians, but before the tyrant
set foot in their country, would sail away and found a colony in another land. Now it chanced that about
this time the ZancIaeans of Sicily had sent ambassadors to the Ionians, and invited them to Kale-Acte
where they wished an Ionian city to be founded. This place, Kale-Acre (or the Fair Strand) as it is called, is
in the country of the Sicilians, and is situated in the part of Sicily which looks towards Tyrrhenia. The offer
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thus made to all the Ionians was embraced only by the Samians, and by such of the Milesians as had
contrived to make their escape ....
The naval armament of the Persians wintered at Miletus, and in the following year proceeded to attack the
islands off the coast, Chios, Lesbos, and Tenedos, which were reduced without difficulty. Whenever they
became masters of an island, the barbarians, in every single instance, netted the inhabitants. Now the mode
in which they practise this netting is the following. Men join hands, so as to form a line across from the
north coast to the south, and then march through the island from end to end and hunt out the inhabitants. In
like manner the Persians took also the Ionian towns upon the mainland, not however netting the inhabitants,
as it was not possible.
And now their generals made good all the threats wherewith they had menaced the Ionians before the
battle. For no sooner did they get possession of the towns than they choose out all the best favored boys and
made them eunuchs, while the most beautiful of the girls they tore from their homes and sent as presents to
the king, at the same time burning the cities themselves, with their temples. Thus were the Ionians for the
third time reduced to slavery; once by the Lydians, and a second, and now a third time, by the Persians ....
The sea force, after quitting Ionia, proceeded to the Hellespont, and took all the towns which lie on the left
shore as one sails into the straits. For the cities on the right bank had already been reduced by the land force
of the Persians ....
2. An Aborted Invasion of Greece [c. 492 BeE]
The next spring [c. 492] Darius superseded all the other generals, and sent down Mardonius, the son of
Gobryas, to the coast, and with him a vast body of men, some fit for sea, others for land service. Mardonius
was a youth at this time, and had only lately married Artazostra, the king's daughter. When Mardonius,
accompanied by this numerous host, reached Cilicia, he took ship and proceeded along shore with his fleet,
while the land army marched under other leaders towards the Hellespont. In the course of his voyage along
the coast of Asia he came to Ionia ...
At least these towns served as a pretext for the expedition, the real purpose of which was to subjugate as
great a number as possible of the Grecian cities; and this became plain when the Thasians, who did not
even lift a hand in their defence, were reduced by the sea force, while the land army added the
Macedonians to the former slaves of the king. All the tribes on the hither side of Macedonia had been
reduced previously. From Thasos the fleet stood across to the mainland, and sailed along shore to
Acanthus, whence an attempt was made to double Mount Athos. But here a violent north wind sprang up,
against which nothing could contend, and handled a large number of the ships with much rudeness,
shattering them and driving them aground upon Athos. 'Tis said the number of the ships destroyed was little
short of three hundred; and the men who perished were more than twenty thousand. For the sea about Athos
abounds in monsters beyond all others; and so a portion were seized and devoured by these animals, while
others were dashed violently against the rocks; some, who did not know how to swim, were engulfed; and
some died of the cold.
While thus it fared with the fleet, on land Mardonius and his army were attacked in their camp during the
night by the Brygi, a tribe of Thracians; and here vast numbers of the Persians were slain, and even
Mardonius himself received a wound. The Brygi, nevertheless, did not succeed in maintaining their own
freedom: for Mardonius would not leave the country till he had subdued them and made them subjects of
Persia. Still, though he brought them under the yoke, the blow which his land force had received at their
hands, and the great damage done to his fleet off Athos, induced him to set out upon his retreat; and so this
armament, having failed disgracefully, returned to Asia ....

3. Darius Tries Again
... After this Darius resolved to prove the Greeks, and try the bent of their minds, whether they were
inclined to resist him in arms or prepared to make their submission. He therefore sent out heralds in divers
directions round about Greece, with orders to demand everywhere earth and water for the king. At the same
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time he sent other heralds to the various seaport towns which paid him tribute, and required them to provide
a number of ships of war and horse-transports.
These towns accordingly began their preparations; and the heralds who had been sent into Greece obtained
what the king had bid them ask from a large number of the states upon the mainland, and likewise from all
the islanders whom they visited. Among these last were included the Eginetans, who, equally with the rest,
consented to give earth and water to the Persian king.

4. The Battle of Marathon
The Persians, having thus brought Eretria into subjection after waiting a few days, made sail for Attica,
greatly straitening the Athenians as they approached, and thinking to deal with them as they had dealt with
the people of Eretria. And, because there was no Place in all Attica so convenient for their horse as
Marathon, and it lay moreover quite close to Eretria, therefore Hippias, the son ofPisistratus, conducted
them thither.
When intelligence of this reached the Athenians, they likewise marched their troops to Marathon, and there
stood on the defensive, having at their head ten generals, of whom one was Miltiades .
.. .And first, before they left the city, the generals sent off to Sparta a herald, one Pheidippides, who was by
birth an Athenian, and by profession and practice a trained runner. This man, according to the account
which he gave to the Athenians on his return, when he was near Mount Parthenium, above Tegea, fell in
with the god Pan, who called him by his name, and bade him ask the Athenians "wherefore they neglected
him so entirely, when he was kindly disposed towards them, and had often helped them in times past, and
would do so again in time to come?" The Athenians, entirely believing in the truth of this report, as soon as
their affairs were once more in good order, set up a temple to Pan under the Acropolis, and, in return for the
message which I have recorded, established in his honour yearly sacrifices and a torch-race.
On the occasion of which we speak when Pheidippides was sent by the Athenian generals, and, according
to his own account, saw Pan on his journey, he reached Sparta on the very next day after quitting the city of
Athens - Upon his arrival he went before the rulers, and said to them:"Men of'Lacedaernon, the Athenians beseech you to hasten to their aid, and not allow that state, which is
the most ancient in all Greece, to be enslaved by the barbarians. Eretria, look you, is already carried away
captive; and Greece weakened by the loss of no mean city."
Thus did Pheidippides deliver the message committed to him. And the Spartans wished to help the
Athenians, but were unable to give them any present succour, as they did not like to break their established
law. It was then the ninth day of the first decade; and they could not march out of Sparta on the ninth, when
the moon had not reached the full. So they waited for the full of the moon.
The barbarians were conducted to Marathon by Hippias. the son of Pisistratus, who the night before had
seen a strange vision in his sleep. He dreamt of lying in his mother's arms, and conjectured the dream to
mean that he would be restored to Athens, recover the power which he had lost, and afterwards live to a
good old age in his native country. Such was the sense in which he interpreted the vision. He now
proceeded to act as guide to the Persians; and, in the first place, he landed the prisoners taken from Eretria
upon the island that is called Aegileia, a tract belonging to the Styreans, after which he brought the fleet to
anchor off Marathon, and marshalled the bands of the barbarians as they disembarked. As he was thus
employed it chanced that he sneezed and at the same time coughed with more violence than was his wont.
Now, as he was a man advanced in years, and the greater number of his teeth were loose, it so happened
that one of them was driven out with the force of the cough, and fell down into the sand. Hippias took all
the pains he could to find it; but the tooth was nowhere to be seen: whereupon he fetched a deep sigh, and
said to the bystanders:-
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"After all, the land is not ours; and we shall never be able to bring it under. All my share in it is the portion
of which my tooth has possession."
So Hippias believed that in this way his dream was fulfilled.
The Athenians were drawn up in order of battle in a sacred close belonging to Hercules, when they were
joined by the Plataeans, who came in full force to their aid. Some time before, the Plataeans had put
themselves under the rule of the Athenians; and these last had already undertaken many labours on their
behalf. ...
The Athenian generals were divided in their opinions; and some advised not to risk a battle, because they
were too few to engage such a host as that of the Medes, while others were for fighting at once; and among
these last was Miltiades. He therefore, seeing that opinions were thus divided, and that the less worthy
counsel appeared likely to prevail, resolved to go to the Polemarch, and have a conference with him. For
the man on whom the lot fell to be Polemarch at Athens was entitled to give his vote with the ten generals,
since anciently the Athenians allowed him an equal right of voting with them. The Polemarch at this
juncture was Callimachus of Aphidnae; to him therefore Miltiades went, and said:"With thee it rests, Callimachus, either to bring Athens to slavery, or, by securing her freedom, to leave
behind thee to all future generations a memory beyond even Harmodius and Aristogeiton. For never since
the time that the Athenians became a people were they in so great a danger as now. Ifthey bow their necks
beneath the yoke of the Medes, the woes which they will have to suffer when given into the power of
Hippias are already determined on; if, on the other hand, they fight and overcome, Athens may rise to be
the very first city in Greece. How it comes to pass that these things are likely to happen, and how the
determining of them in some sort rests with thee, I will now proceed to make clear. We generals are ten in
number, and our votes are divided; half of us wish to engage, halfto avoid a combat. Now, if we do not
fight, I look to see a great disturbance at Athens which will shake men's resolutions, and then I fear they
will submit themselves; but if we fight the battle before any unsoundness show itself among our citizens,
let the gods but give us fair play, and we are well able to overcome the enemy. On thee therefore we
depend in this matter, which lies wholly in thine own power. Thou hast only to add thy vote to my side and
thy country will be free, and not free only, but the first state in Greece. Or, if thou preferrest to give thy
vote to them who would decline the combat, then the reverse will follow." ...
Now, as they marshalled the host upon the field of Marathon, in order that the Athenian front might he of
equal length with the Median, the ranks of the centre were diminished, and it became the weakest part of
the line, while the wings were both made strong with a depth of many ranks.
So when the battle was set in array, and the victims showed themselves favorable, instantly the Athenians,
so soon as they were let go, charged the barbarians at a run. Now the distance between the two armies was
little short of eight furlongs. The Persians, therefore, when they saw the Greeks coming on at speed, made
ready to receive them, although it seemed to them that the Athenians were bereft of their senses, and bent
upon their own destruction; for they saw a mere handful of men coming on at a run without either
horsemen or archers. Such was the opinion of the barbarians; but the Athenians in close array fell upon
them, and fought in a manner worthy of being recorded. They were the first of the Greeks, so far asI know,
who introduced the custom of charging the enemy at a run, and they were likewise the first who dared to
look upon the Median garb, and to face men clad in that fashion. Until this time the very name of the
Medes had been a terror to the Greeks to hear.
The two armies fought together on the plain of Marathon for a length of time; and in the mid battle, where
the Persians themselves and the Sacae had their place, the barbarians were victorious, and broke and
pursued the Greeks into the inner country; but on the two wings the Athenians and the Plataeans defeated
the enemy. Having so done, they suffered the routed barbarians to fly at their ease, and joining the two
wings in one, fell upon those who had broken their own centre, and fought and conquered them. These
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likewise fled, and now the Athenians hung upon the runaways and cut them down, chasing them all the
way to the shore, on reaching which they laid hold of the ships and called aloud for fire ....
The Persians accordingly sailed round Sunium. But the Athenians with all possible speed marched away to
the defence of their city, and succeeded in reaching Athens before the appearance of the barbarians: and as
their camp at Marathon had been pitched in a precinct of Hercules, so now they encamped in another
precinct of the same god at Cynosarges. The barbarian fleet arrived, and lay to offPhalerum, which was at
that time the haven of Athens; but after resting awhile upon their oars, they departed and sailed away to
Asia.
There fell in this battle of Marathon, on the side of the barbarians, about six thousand and four hundred
men; on that of the Athenians, one hundred and ninety-two. Such was the number of the slain on the one
side and the other ....
After the full of the moon two thousand Lacedaemonians came to Athens. So eager had they been to arrive
in time, that they took but three days to reach Attica from Sparta. They came, however, too late for the
battle; yet, as they had a longing to behold the Medes, they continued their march to Marathon and there
viewed the slain. Then, after giving the Athenians all praise for their achievement, they departed and
returned home.

BOOK VII

1. Xerxes decides on War
Now when tidings of the battle that had been fought at Marathon reached the ears of King Darius, the son
ofHystaspes, his anger against the Athenians, which had been already roused by their attack upon Sardis,
waxed still fiercer, and he became more than ever eager to lead an army against Greece. Instantly he sent
off messengers to make proclamation through the several states that fresh levies were to be raised, and
these at an increased rate; while ships, horses, provisions, and transports were likewise to be furnished. So
the men published his commands; and now all Asia was in commotion by the space of three years, while
everywhere, as Greece was to be attacked, the best and bravest were enrolled for the service, and had to
make their preparations accordingly ....
After this, in the fourth year, the Egyptians whom Cambyses had enslaved revolted from the Persians;
whereupon Darius was more hot for war than ever, and earnestly desired to march an army against both
adversaries.
Darius, when he had thus appointed Xerxes his
prevented by death while his preparations were
Egypt and the matters here related, after having
Egyptians and the Athenians alike unpunished.

heir, was minded to lead forth his armies; but he was
still proceeding. He died in the year following the revolt of
reigned in all six-and-thirty years, leaving the revolted
At his death the kingdom passed to his son Xerxes.

Now Xerxes, on first mounting the throne, was coldly disposed towards the Grecian war, and made it his
business to collect an army against Egypt. But Mardonius, the son of Gobryas, who was at the court, and
had more influence with him than any of the other Persians, being his own cousin, the child of a sister of
Darius, plied him with discourses like the following>
"Master, it is not fitting that they of Athens escape scot-free, after doing the Persians such great injury.
Complete the work which thou hast now in hand, and then, when the pride of Egypt is brought low, lead an
army against Athens. So shalt thou thyself have good report among men, and others shall fear hereafter to
attack thy country."
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Thus far it was of vengeance that he spoke; but sometimes he would vary the theme, and observe by the
way, "that Europe was a wondrous beautiful region, rich in all kinds of cultivated trees, and the soil
excellent: no one, save the king, was worthy to own such a land." ...

2. Xerxes' Invasion Plans
After Egypt was subdued, Xerxes, being about to take in hand the expedition against Athens, called
together an assembly of the noblest Persians to learn their opinions, and to lay before them his own designs.
So, when the men were met, the king spoke thus to them:-

-

.

"Persians, I shall not be the first to bring in among you a new custom - I shall but follow one which has
come down to us from our forefathers. Never yet, as our old men assure me, has our race reposed itself,
since the time when Cyrus overcame Astyages, and so we Persians wrested the sceptre from the Medes .
Now in all this God guides us; and we, obeying his guidance, prosper greatly. What need have I to tell you
of the deeds of Cyrus and Cambyses, and my own father Darius, how many nations they conquered, and
added to our dominions? Ye know right well what great things they achieved. But for myself, I will say
that, from the day on which I mounted the throne, I have not ceased to consider by what means I may rival
those who have preceded me in this post of honour, and increase the power of Persia as much as any of
them. And truly I have pondered upon this, until at last I have found out a way whereby we may at once
win glory, and likewise get possession of a land which is as large and as rich as our own nay, which is even
more varied in the fruits it bears - while at the same time we obtain satisfaction and revenge. For this cause
I have now called you together, that I may make known to you what I design to do. My intent is to throw a
bridge over the Hellespont and march an army through Europe against Greece, that thereby I may obtain
vengeance from the Athenians for the wrongs committed by them against the Persians and against my
father. Your own eyes saw the preparations of Darius against these men; but death came upon him, and
balked his hopes of revenge. In his behalf, therefore, and in behalf of all the Persians, I undertake the war,
and pledge myself not to rest till I have taken and burnt Athens, which has dared, unprovoked, to injure me
and my father. ... Once let us subdue this people, and those neighbours of theirs who hold the land of
Pelops the Phrygian, and we shall extend the Persian territory as far as God's heaven reaches. The sun will
then shine on no land beyond our borders; for I will pass through Europe from one end to the other, and
with your aid make of all the lands which it contains one country. For thus, if what I hear be true, affairs
stand: the nations whereofI have spoken, once swept away, there is no city, no country left in all the world,
which will venture so much as to withstand us in arms. By this course then we shall bring all mankind
under our yoke, alike those who are guilty and those who are innocent of doing us wrong ....
Xerxes, after this, made preparations to advance to Abydos, where the bridge across the Hellespont from
Asia to Europe was lately finished. Midway between Sestos and Madytus in the Hellespontine Chersonese,
and right over against Abydos, there is a rocky tongue of land which runs out for some distance into the
sea. This is the place where no long time afterwards the Greeks under Xanthippus, the son of Ariphron,
took Artayctes the Persian, who was at that time governor of Sestos, and nailed him living to a plank. He
was the Artayctes who brought women into the temple ofProtesilaus at Elaeus, and there was guilty of
most unholy deeds.
Towards this tongue of land then, the men to whom the business was assigned carried out a double bridge
from Abydos; and while the Phoenicians constructed one line with cables of white flax, the Egyptians in
the other used ropes made of papyrus. Now it is seven furlongs across from Abydos to the opposite coast.
When, therefore, the channel had been bridged successfully, it happened that a great storm arising broke the
whole work to pieces, and destroyed all that had been done.
So when Xerxes heard of it he was full of wrath, and straightway gave orders that the Hellespont should
receive three hundred lashes, and that a pair of fetters should be cast into it. Nay, I have even heard it said
that he bade the branders take their irons and therewith brand the Hellespont. It is certain that he
commanded those who scourged the waters to utter, as they lashed them, these barbarian and wicked
words: "Thou bitter water, thy lord lays on thee this punishment because thou hast wronged him without a
cause, having suffered no evil at his hands. Verily King Xerxes will cross thee, whether thou wilt or no.
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Well dost thou deserve that no man should honor thee with sacrifice; for thou art of a truth a treacherous
and unsavory river." While the sea was thus punished by his orders, he likewise commanded that the
overseers of the work should lose their heads.
Then they, whose business it was, executed the unpleasing task laid upon them; and other master-builders
were set over the work, who accomplished it in the way which I will now describe.
They joined together triremes and penteconters, 360 to support the bridge on the side of the Euxine
Sea[Black Sea], and 314 to sustain the other; and these they placed at right angles to the sea, and in the
direction of the current of the Hellespont, relieving by these means the tension of the shore cables. Having
joined the vessels, they moored them with anchors of unusual size, that the vessels of the bridge towards
the Euxine might resist the winds which blow from within the straits, and that those of the more western
bridge facing the Egean might withstand the winds which set in from the south and from the south-east. A
gap was left in the penteconters in no fewer than three places, to afford a passage for such light craft as
chose to enter or leave the Euxine. When all this was done, they made the cables taut from the shore by the
help of wooden capstans. This time, moreover, instead of using the two materials separately, they assigned
to each bridge six cables, two of which were of white flax, while four were of papyrus. Both cables were of
the same size and quality; but the flaxen were the heavier, weighing not less than a talent the cubit. When
the bridge across the channel was thus complete, trunks of trees were sawn into planks, which were out to
the width of the bridge, and these were laid side by side upon the tightened cables, and then fastened on the
top. This done, brushwood was brought, and arranged upon the planks, after which earth was heaped upon
the brushwood, and the whole trodden down into a solid mass. Lastly a bulwark was set up on either side of
this causeway, of such a height as to prevent the pack-mules and the horses from seeing over it and taking
fright at the water.
And now when all was prepared - the bridges, and the works at Athos, the breakwaters about the mouths of
the cutting, which were made to hinder the surf from blocking up the entrances, and the cutting itself; and
when the news came to Xerxes that this last was completely finished - then at length the host, having first
wintered at Sardis, began its march towards Abydos, fully equipped, on the first approach of spring. At the
moment of departure, the sun suddenly quitted his seat in the heavens, and disappeared, though there were
no clouds in sight, but the sky was clear and serene. Day was thus turned into night; whereupon Xerxes,
who saw and remarked the prodigy, was seized with alarm, and sending at once for the Magians, inquired
of them the meaning of the portent. They replied - "God is foreshowing to the Greeks the destruction of
their cities; for the sun foretells for them, and the moon for us." So Xerxes, thus instructed, proceeded on
his way with great gladness of heart ....

3. The Persian Army
Thus rode forth Xerxes from Sardis - but he was accustomed every now and then, when the fancy took him,
to alight from his chariot and travel in a litter. Immediately behind the king there followed a body of a
thousand spearmen, the noblest and bravest ofthe Persians, holding their lances in the usual manner - then
came a thousand Persian horse, picked men - then ten thousand, picked also after the rest, and serving on
foot. Of these last one thousand carried spears with golden pomegranates at their lower end instead of
spikes; and these encircled the other nine thousand, who bore on their spears pomegranates of silver. The
spearmen too who pointed their lances towards the ground had golden pomegranates; and the thousand
Persians who followed close after Xerxes had golden apples. Behind the ten thousand footmen came a body
of Persian cavalry, likewise ten thousand; after which there was again a void space for as much as two
furlongs; and then the rest of the army followed in a confused crowd ....
[Herodotus follows with a detailed discussion of the various contingents
their unique weapons and clothing and styles of fighting.]

of Xerxes' army, describing
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4. Xerxes and Demaratus

- on Freedom

Now after Xerxes had sailed down the whole line and was gone ashore, he sent for Demaratus [Demaratus
was an exiled king of Sparta who was traveling with the Persians] the son of Ariston, who had
accompanied him in his march upon Greece, and bespake him thus:"Demaratus, it is my pleasure at this time to ask thee certain things which I wish to know. Thou art a Greek,
and, as I hear from the other Greeks with whom I converse, no less than from thine own lips, thou art a
native of a city which is not the meanest or the weakest in their land. Tell me, therefore, what thinkest
thou? Will the Greeks lift a hand against us? Mine own judgment is, that even if all the Greeks and all the
barbarians of the West were gathered together in one place, they would not be able to abide my onset, not
being really of one mind. But I would fain know what thou thinkest hereon."
Thus Xerxes questioned; and the other replied in his turn, - "0 king! is it thy will that I give thee a true
answer, or dost thou wish for a pleasant one?"
Then the king bade him speak the plain truth, and promised that he would not on that account hold him in
less favor than heretofore.
So Demaratus, when he heard the promise, spoke as follows:"0 king! since thou biddest me at all risks speak the truth, and not say what will one day prove me to have
lied to thee, thus I answer. Want has at all times been a fellow-dweller with us in our land, while Valour is
an ally whom we have gained by dint of wisdom and strict laws. Her aid enables us to drive out want and
escape enslavement. Brave are all the Greeks who dwell in any Dorian land; but what I am about to say
does not concern all, but only the Lacedaemonians. First then, come what may, they will never accept thy
terms, which would reduce Greece to slavery; and further, they are sure to join battle with thee, though all
the rest of the Greeks should submit to thy will. As for their numbers, do not ask how many they are, that
their resistance should be a possible thing; for if a thousand of them should take the field, they will meet
thee in battle, and so will any number, be it less than this, or be it more."
When Xerxes heard this answer of Demaratus, he laughed and answered:"What wild words, Demaratus! A thousand men join battle with such an army as this! Come then, wilt thou
- who wert once, as thou sayest, their king - engage to fight this very day with ten men? I trow not. And yet,
if all thy fellow-citizens be indeed such as thou sayest they are, thou oughtest, as their king, by thine own
country's usages, to be ready to fight with twice the number. If then each one of them be a match for ten of
my soldiers, I may well call upon thee to be a match for twenty. So would est thou assure the truth of what
thou hast now said. If, however, you Greeks, who vaunt yourselves so much, are of a truth men like those
whom I have seen about my court, as thyself, Demaratus, and the others with whom I am wont to converse
- if, I say, you are really men of this sort and size, how is the speech that thou hast uttered more than a mere
empty boast? For, to go to the very verge of likelihood - how could a thousand men, or ten thousand, or
even fifty thousand, particularly if they were all alike free, and not under one lord - how could such a force,
I say, stand against an army like mine? Let them be five thousand, and we shall have more than a thousand
men to each one of theirs. If, indeed, like our troops, they had a single master, their fear of him might make
them courageous beyond their natural bent; or they might be urged by lashes against an enemy which far
outnumbered them. But left to their own free choice, assuredly they will act differently. For mine own part,
I believe, that if the Greeks had to contend with the Persians only, and the numbers were equal on both
sides, the Greeks would find it hard to stand their ground. We too have among us such men as those of
whom thou spakest - not many indeed, but still we possess a few. For instance, some of my bodyguard
would be willing to engage singly with three Greeks. But this thou didst not know; and therefore it was,
thou talkedst so foolishly."
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Demaratus answered him - "I knew, 0 king! at the outset, that ifl told thee the truth, my speech would
displease thine ears. But as thou didst require me to answer thee with all possible truthfulness, I informed
thee what the Spartans will do. And in this I spoke not from' any love that I bear them - for none knows
better than thou what my love towards them is likely to be at the present time, 'when they have robbed me
of my rank and my ancestral honors, and made me a homeless exile, whom thy father did receive,
bestowing on me both shelter and sustenance. What likelihood is there that a man of understanding should
be unthankful for kindness shown him, and not cherish it in his heart? For mine own self, I pretend not to
cope with ten men, nor with two - nay, had I the choice, I would rather not fight even with one. But, if need
appeared, or if there were any great cause urging me on, I would contend with right good will against one
of those persons who boast themselves a match for any three Greeks. So likewise the Lacedaemonians,
when they fight singly, are as good men as any in the world, and when they fight in a body, are the bravest
of all. For though they be free-men, they are not in all respects free; Law is the master whom they own; and
this master they fear more than thy subjects fear thee. Whatever he commands they do; and his
commandment is always the same: it forbids them to flee in battle, whatever the number of their foes, and
requires them to stand firm, and either to conquer or die. If in these words, 0 king! I seem to thee to speak
foolishly, I am content from this time forward evermore to hold my peace. I had not now spoken unless
compelled by thee. Certes, I pray that all may turn out according to thy wishes."
Such was the answer of Demaratus; and Xerxes was not angry with him at all, but only laughed, and sent
him away with words ofkindness ....
As far as this point then, and on land, as far as Thermopylae, the armament of Xerxes had been free from
mischance; and the numbers were still, according to my reckoning, of the following amount. First there was
the ancient complement of the twelve hundred and seven vessels which came with the king from Asia - the
contingents of the nations severally - amounting, if we allow to each ship a crew of two hundred men, to
241,400 - Each ofthese vessels had on board, besides native soldiers, thirty fighting men, who were either
Persians, Medes, or Sacans; which gives an addition of36,21O. To these two numbers I shall further add
the crews of the penteconters; which may be reckoned, one with another, at fourscore men each. Of such
vessels there were (as I said before) three thousand; and the men on board them accordingly would be
240,000. This was the sea force brought by the king from Asia; and it amounted in all to 517,610 men. The
number of the foot soldiers was 1,700,000; that of the horsemen 80,000; to which must be added the Arabs
who rode on camels, and the Libyans who fought in chariots, whom I reckon at 20,000. The whole number,
therefore, of the land and sea forces added together amounts to 2,317,610 men. Such was the force brought
from Asia, without including the camp followers, or taking any account of the provision- ships and the men
whom they had on board ....

5. The Importance of Athens
To return, however, to my main subject - the expedition of the Persian king, though it was in name directed
against Athens, threatened really the whole of Greece. And of this the Greeks were aware some time
before; but they did not all view the matter in the same light. Some of them had given the Persian earth and
water, and were bold on this account, deeming themselves thereby secured against suffering hurt from the
barbarian army; while others, who had refused compliance, were thrown into extreme alarm. For whereas
they considered all the ships in Greece too few to engage the enemy, it was plain that the greater number of
states would take no part in the war, but warmly favored the Medes.
And here I feel constrained to deliver an opinion, which most men, I know, will not like, but which, as it
seems to me to be true, I am determined not to withhold. Had the Athenians, from fear of the approaching
danger, quitted their country, or had they without quitting it submitted to the power of Xerxes, there would
certainly have been no attempt to resist the Persians by sea; in which case the course of events by land
would have been the following. Though the Peloponnesians might have carried ever so many breastworks
across the Isthmus, yet their allies would have fallen off from the Lacedaemonians, not by voluntary
desertion, but because town after town must have been taken by the fleet of the barbarians; and so the
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Lacedaemonians would at last have stood alone, and, standing alone, would have displayed prodigies of
valor and died nobly. Either they would have done thus, or else, before it came to that extremity, seeing one
Greek state after another embrace the cause of the Medes, they would have come to terms with King
Xerxes - and thus, either way Greece would have been brought under Persia. For I cannot understand of
what possible use the walls across the Isthmus could have been, if the king had had the mastery of the sea.
If then a man should now say that the Athenians were the saviors of Greece, he would not exceed the truth.
For they truly held the scales; and whichever side they espoused must have carried the day. They too it was
who, when they had determined to maintain the freedom of Greece, roused up that portion of the Greek
nation which had not gone over to the Medes; and so, next to the gods, they repulsed the invader. Even the
terrible oracles which reached them from Delphi, and struck fear into their hearts, failed to persuade them
to fly from Greece. They had the courage to remain faithful to their land, and await the coming of the foe.

Now there was at Athens a man who had lately made his way into the first rank of citizens: his true name
was Themistocles. This man came forward and said that the interpreters had not explained the oracle
altogether aright - "for if," he argued, "the clause in question had really respected the Athenians, it would
not have been expressed so mildly; the phrase used would have been 'Luckless Salamis,' rather than 'Holy
Salamis,' had those to whom the island belonged been about to perish in its neighborhood. Rightly taken,
the response of the god threatened the enemy, much more than the Athenians." He therefore counseled his
countrymen to make ready to fight on board their ships, since they were the wooden wall in which the god
told them to trust. When Themistocles had thus cleared the matter, the Athenians embraced his view,
preferring it to that of the interpreters. The advice ofthese last had been against engaging in a sea-fight; "all
the Athenians could do," they said, "was, without lifting a hand in their defense, to quit Attica, and make a
settlement in some other country."
Themistocles had before this given a counsel which prevailed very seasonably. The Athenians, having a
large sum of money in their treasury, the produce of the mines at Laureium, were about to share it among
the full-grown citizens, who would have received ten drachmas apiece, when Themistocles persuaded them
to forbear the distribution, and build with the money two hundred ships, to help them in their war against
the Eginetans [citizens of Aegina]. It was the breaking out of the Eginetan war which was at this time the
saving of Greece; for hereby were the Athenians forced to become a maritime power. The new ships were
not used for the purpose for which they had been built, but became a help to Greece in her hour of need.
And the Athenians had not only these vessels ready before the war, but they likewise set to work to build
more; while they determined, in a council which was held after the debate upon the oracle, that, according
to the advice of the god, they would embark their whole force aboard their ships, and, with such Greeks as
chose to join them, give battle to the barbarian invader. Such, then, were the oracles which had been
received by the Athenians.

6. Thermopyiae
King Xerxes pitched his camp in the region of Malis called Trachinia, while on their side the Greeks
occupied the straits. These straits the Greeks in general call Thermopylae (the Hot Gates); but the natives,
and those who dwell in the neighborhood, call them Pylae (the Gates). Here then the two armies took their
stand; the one master of all the region lying north of Trachis, the other ofthe country extending southward
of that place to the verge of the continent.
The Greeks who at this spot awaited the coming of Xerxes were the following:- From Sparta, three hundred
men-at-arms; from Arcadia, a thousand Tegeans and Mantineans, five hundred of each people; a hundred
and twenty Orchomenians, from the Arcadian Orchomenus; and a thousand from other cities: from Corinth,
four hundred men; from Phlius, two hundred; and from Mycenae eighty. Such was the number from the
Peloponnesus. There were also present, from Boeotia, seven hundred Thespians and four hundred Thebans.
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The various nations had each captains of their own under whom they served; but the one to whom all
especially looked up, and who had the command of the entire force, was the Lacedaemonian Leonidas .....
He had now come to Thermopylae, accompanied by the three hundred men that the law assigned him,
whom he had himself chosen from among the citizens, and who were all of them fathers with sons living.

The force with Leonidas was sent forward by the Spartans in advance of their main body, that the sight of
them might encourage the allies to fight, and hinder them from going over to the Medes, as it was likely
they might have done had they seen that Sparta was backward. They intended presently, when they had
celebrated the Cameian festival, which was what now kept them at home, to leave a garrison in Sparta, and
hasten in full force to join the army. The rest of the allies also intended to act similarly; for it happened that
the Olympic festival fell exactly at this same period. None of them looked to see the contest at
Thermopylae decided so speedily; wherefore they were content to send forward a mere advanced guard.
Such accordingly were the intentions of the allies.
The Greek forces at Thermopylae, when the Persian armydrew near to the entrance of the pass, were
seized with fear; and a council was held to consider about a retreat. It was the wish of the Peloponnesians
generally that the army should fall back upon the Peloponnesus, and there guard the Isthmus. But Leonidas,
who saw with what indignation the Phocians and Locrians heard of this plan, gave his voice for remaining
where they were, while they sent envoys to the several cities to ask for help, since they were too few to
make a stand against an army like that ofthe Medes.
While this debate was going on, Xerxes sent a mounted spy to observe the Greeks, and note how many they
were, and see what they were doing, He had heard, before he came out of Thessaly, that a few men were
assembled at this place, and that at their head were certain Lacedaemonians, under Leonidas, a descendant
of Hercules. The horseman rode up to the camp, and looked about him, but did not see the whole army; for
such as were on the further side of the wall (which had been rebuilt and was now carefully guarded) it was
not possible for him to behold; but he observed those on the outside, who were encamped in front of the
rampart. It chanced that at this time the Lacedaemonians held the outer guard, and were seen by the spy,
some of them engaged in gymnastic exercises, others combing their long hair. At this the spy greatly
marveled, but he counted their number, and when he had taken accurate note of everything, he rode back
quietly; for no one pursued after him, nor paid any heed to his visit. So he returned, and told Xerxes all that
he had seen.
Upon this, Xerxes, who had no means of surmising the truth - namely, that the Spartans were preparing to
do or die manfully - but thought it laughable that they should be engaged in such employments, sent and
called to his presence Demaratus, who still remained with the army. When he appeared, Xerxes told him
all that he had heard, and questioned him concerning the news, since he was anxious to understand the
meaning of such behavior on the part of the Spartans. Then Demaratus said "I spoke to thee, 0 king! concerning these men long since, when we had but just begun our march upon
Greece; thou, however, didst only laugh at my words, when I told thee of all this, which I saw would come
to pass, Earnestly do I struggle at all times to speak truth to thee, sire; and now listen to it once more. These
men have come to dispute the pass with us; and it is for this that they are now making ready. 'Tis their
custom, when they are about to hazard their lives, to adorn their heads with care. Be assured, however, that
if thou canst subdue the men who are here and the Lacedaemonians who remain in Sparta, there is no other
nation in all the world which will venture to lift a hand in their defense. Thou hast now to deal with the first
kingdom and town in Greece, and with the bravest men,"
Then Xerxes, to whom what Demaratus said seemed altogether to surpass belief, asked further "how it was
possible for so small an army to contend with his?"
"0 king!" Demaratus answered, "let me be treated as a liar, if matters fall not out as I say,"
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But Xerxes was not persuaded any the more. Four whole days he suffered to go by, expecting that the
Greeks would run away. When, however, he found on the fifth that they were not gone, thinking that their
firm stand was mere impudence and recklessness, he grew wroth, and sent against them the Medes and
Cissians, with orders to take them alive and bring them into his presence. Then the Medes rushed forward
and charged the Greeks, but fell in vast numbers: others however took the places of the slain, and would not
be beaten off, though they suffered terrible losses. In this way it became clear to all, and especially to the
king, that though he had plenty of combatants, he had but very few warriors. The struggle, however,
continued during the whole day.
Then the Medes, having met so rough a reception, withdrew from the fight; and their place was taken by
the band of Persians under Hydames, whom the king called his "Immortals":
they, it was thought, would
soon finish the business. But when they joined battle with the Greeks, 'twas with no better success than the
Median detachment - things went much as before - the two armies fighting in a narrow space, and the
barbarians using shorter spears than the Greeks, and having no advantage from their numbers. The
Lacedaemonians fought in a way worthy of note, and showed themselves far more skilful in fight than their
adversaries, often turning their backs, and making as though they were all flying away, on which the
barbarians would rush after them with much noise and shouting, when the Spartans at their approach would
wheel round and face their pursuers, in this way destroying vast numbers of the enemy. Some Spartans
likewise fell in these encounters, but only a very few. At last the Persians, finding that all their efforts to
gain the pass availed nothing, and that, whether they attacked by divisions or in any other way, it was to no
purpose, withdrew to their own quarters.
During these assaults, it is said that Xerxes, who was watching the battle, thrice leaped from the throne on
which he sate, in terror for his army.
Next day the combat was renewed, but with no better success on the part of the barbarians. The Greeks
were so few that the barbarians hoped to find them disabled, by reason of their wounds, from offering any
further resistance; and so they once more attacked them. But the Greeks were drawn up in detachments
according to their cities, and bore the brunt ofthe battle in turns - all except the Phocians, who had been
stationed on the mountain to guard the pathway. So, when the Persians found no difference between that
day and the preceding, they again retired to their quarters.
Now, as the king was in great strait, and knew not how he should deal with the emergency, Ephialtes, a
man of Malis, came to him and was admitted to a conference. Stirred by the hope of receiving a rich reward
at the king's hands, he had come to tell him of the pathway which led across the mountain to Thermopylae;
by which disclosure he brought destruction on the band of Greeks who had there withstood the barbarians.
This Ephialtes afterwards, from fear of the Lacedaemonians, fled into Thessaly.
Great was the joy of Xerxes on this occasion; and as he approved highly of the enterprise which Ephialtes
undertook to accomplish, he forthwith sent upon the errand Hydarnes, and the Persians under him. The
troops left the camp about the time of the lighting of the lamps .... The Persians took this path, and, crossing
the Asopus, continued their march through the whole of the night, having the mountains of Oeta on their
right hand, and on their left those ofTrachis. At dawn of day they found themselves close to the summit.
Now the hill was guarded, as I have already said, by a thousand Phocian men-at-arms, who were placed
there to defend the pathway, and at the same time to secure their own country. They had been given the
guard of the mountain path, while the other Greeks defended the pass below, because they had volunteered
for the service, and had pledged themselves to Leonidas to maintain the post.
The ascent of the Persians became known to the Phocians in the following manner:- During all the time that
they were making their way up, the Greeks remained unconscious of it, inasmuch as the whole mountain
was covered with groves of oak; but it happened that the air was very still, and the leaves which the
Persians stirred with their feet made, as it was likely they would, a loud rustling, whereupon the Phocians
jumped up and flew to seize their arms. In a moment the barbarians came in sight, and, perceiving men
arming themselves, were greatly amazed; for they had fallen in with an enemy when they expected no
opposition .... The Phocians, galled by the showers of arrows to which they were exposed, and imagining
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themselves the special object of the Persian attack, fled hastily to the crest of the mountain, and there made
ready to meet death; but while their mistake continued, the Persians, with Ephialtes and Hydames, not
thinking it worth their while to delay on account ofPhocians, passed on and descended the mountain with
all possible speed.
The Greeks at Thermopylae received the first warning of the destruction which the dawn would bring on
them from the seer Megistias, who read their fate in the victims as he was sacrificing. After this deserters
came in, and brought the news that the Persians were marching round by the hills: it was still night when
these men arrived. Last of all, the scouts came running down from the heights, and brought in the same
accounts, when the day was just beginning to break. Then the Greeks held a council to consider what they
should do, and here opinions were divided: some were strong against quitting their post, while others
contended to the contrary. So when the council had broken up, part of the troops departed and went their
ways homeward to their several states; part however resolved to remain, and to stand by Leonidas to the
last.
It is said that Leonidas himself sent away the troops who departed, because he tendered their safety, but
thought it unseemly that either he or his Spartans should quit the post which they had been especially sent
to guard. For my own part, I incline to think that Leonidas gave the order, because he perceived the allies to
be out of heart and unwilling to encounter the danger to which his own mind was made up. He therefore
commanded them to retreat, but said that he himself could not draw back with honor; knowing that, if he
stayed, glory awaited him, and that Sparta in that case would not lose her prosperity. For when the
Spartans, at the very beginning of the war, sent to consult the oracle concerning it, the answer which they
received from the Pythia was "that either Sparta must be overthrown by the barbarians, or one of her kings
must perish." The prophecy was delivered in hexameter verse, and ran thus:-

o ye men who

dwell in the streets of broad Lacedaemon!
Either your glorious town shall be sacked by the children of Perseus,
Or, in exchange, must all through the whole Laconian country
Mourn for the loss of a king, descendant of great Heracles.
He cannot be withstood by the courage of bulls nor of lions,
Strive as they may; he is mighty as Jove; there is nought that shall stay him,
Till he have got for his prey your king, or your glorious city.
The remembrance of this answer, I think, and the wish to secure the whole glory for the Spartans, caused
Leonidas to send the allies away.
So the allies, when Leonidas ordered them to retire, obeyed him and forthwith departed. Only the
Thespians and the Thebans remained with the Spartans; and of these the Thebans were kept back by
Leonidas as hostages, very much against their will. The Thespians, on the contrary, stayed entirely of their
own accord, refusing to retreat, and declaring that they would not forsake Leonidas and his followers. So
they remained with the Spartans, and died with them.
At sunrise Xerxes made libations, after which he waited until the time when the forum is wont to fill, and
then began his advance. So the barbarians under Xerxes began to draw nigh; and the Greeks under
Leonidas, as they now went forth determined to die, advanced much further than on previous days, until
they reached the more open portion of the pass. Hitherto they had held their station within the wall, and
from this had gone forth to fight at the point where the pass was the narrowest. Now they joined battle
beyond the defile, and carried slaughter among the barbarians, who fell in heaps. Behind them the captains
of the squadrons, armed with whips, urged their men forward with continual blows. Many were thrust into
the sea, and there perished; a still greater number were trampled to death by their own soldiers; no one
heeded the dying. For the Greeks, reckless of their own safety and desperate, since they knew that, as the
mountain had been crossed, their destruction was nigh at hand, exerted themselves with the most furious
valor against the barbarians.
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By this time the spears of most of the Greeks were all broken, and with their swords they hewed down the
ranks of the Persians; and here, as they strove, Leonidas fell fighting bravely, together with many other
famous Spartans, whose names I have taken care to learn on account of their great worthiness, as indeed I
have those of all the three hundred. There fell too at the same time very many famous Persians, among
them, two sons of Darius and two brothers of Xerxes. And now there arose a fierce struggle between the
Persians and the Lacedaemonians over the body of Leonidas, in which the Greeks four times drove back
the enemy, and at last by their great bravery succeeded in bearing off the body. This combat was scarcely
ended when the Persians approached; and the Greeks, informed that they drew nigh, made a change in the
manner of their fighting. Drawing back into the narrowest part of the pass, and retreating even behind the
cross wall, they posted themselves upon a hillock, where they stood all drawn up together in one close
body, except only the Thebans. The hillock whereof! speak is at the entrance of the straits, where the stone
lion stands which was set up in honor of Leonidas. Here they defended themselves to thelast, such as still
had swords using them, and the others resisting with their hands and teeth; till the barbarians, who in part
had pulled down the wall and attacked them in front, in part had gone round and now encircled them upon
every side, overwhelmed and buried the remnant which was left beneath showers of missile weapons.
Thus nobly did the whole body of Lacedaemonians and Thespians behave; but nevertheless one man is said
to have distinguished himself above all the rest, to wit, Dienikes the Spartan. A speech which he made
.
before the Greeks engaged the Persians, remains on record. One of the Trachinians told him, "Such was the
number of the barbarians, that when they shot forth their arrows the sun would be darkened by their
multitude." Dienikes, not at all frightened at these words, but making light of the Median numbers,
answered "Our Trachinian friend brings us excellent tidings. If the Medes darken the sun, we shall have our
fight in the shade." Other sayings too of a like nature are reported to have been left on record by this same
person.
The slain were buried where they fell; and in their honor, nor less in honor of those who died before
Leonidas sent the allies away, an inscription was set up, which said:Here did four thousand men from Pelops' land
Against three hundred myriads bravely stand.
This was in honor of all. Another was for the Spartans alone:Go tell the Spartans, stranger passing by,
That here, obedient to her law [rhetra], we die.
This was for the Lacedaernonians.
Two of the three hundred, it is said, Aristodemus and Eurytus, having been attacked by a disease of the
eyes, had received orders from Leonidas to quit the camp; and both lay at Alpeni in the worst stage of the
malady. These two men might, had they been so minded, have agreed together to return alive to Sparta; or
if they did not like to return, they might have gone both to the field and fallen with their countrymen. But at
this time, when either way was open to them, unhappily they could not agree, but took contrary courses.
Eurytus no sooner heard that the Persians had come round the mountain than straightway he called for his
armor, and having buckled it on, bade his helot lead him to the place where his friends were fighting. The
helot did so, and then turned and fled; but Eurytus plunged into the thick of the battle, and so perished.
Aristodemus, on the other hand, was faint of heart, and remained at Alpeni. It is my belief that if
Aristodemus only had been sick and returned, or if both had come back together, the Spartans would have
been content and felt no anger; but when there were two men with the very same excuse, and one of them
clung to his life, while the other freely gave it, they could not but be very angry with the former.
When Aristodemus returned to Sparta, reproach and disgrace awaited him; disgrace, inasmuch as no
Spartan would give him a light to kindle his fire, or so much as address a word to him; and reproach, since
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all spoke of him as "the craven." However he wiped away all his shame afterwards at the battle of Plata ea.

Another of the three hundred is likewise said to have survived the battle, a man named Pantites, whom
Leonidas had sent on an embassy into Thessaly. He, they say, on his return to Sparta, found himself in such
disesteem that he hanged himself.
The Thebans under the command of Leontiades remained with the Greeks, and fought against the
barbarians, only so long as necessity compelled them. No sooner did they see victory inclining to the
Persians, and the Greeks under Leonidas hurrying with all speed towards the hillock, than they moved
away from their companions, and with hands upraised advanced towards the barbarians, exclaiming, as was
indeed most true - "that they for their part wished well to the Medes, and had been among the first to give
earth and water to the king; force alone had brought them to Thermopylae; and so they must not be blamed
for the slaughter which had befallen the king's army." These words, the truth of which was attested by the
Thessalians, sufficed to obtain the Thebans the grant of their lives. However, their good fortune was not
without some drawback; for several of them were slain by the barbarians on their first approach; and the
rest, who were the greater number, had the royal mark branded upon their bodies by the command of
Xerxes - Leontiades, their captain, being the first to suffer.
Thus fought the Greeks at Thermopylae. And Xerxes, after the fight was over, called for Demaratus to
question him; and began as follows»
"Demaratus, thou art a worthy man; thy true-speaking proves it. All has happened as thou didst forewarn.
Now then, tell me, how many Lacedaemonians are there left, and of those left how many are such brave
warriors as these? Or are they all alike?"
"0 king!" replied the other, "the whole number of the Lacedaemonians is very great; and many are the
cities which they inhabit. But I will tell thee what thou really wish to learn. There is a town of Lacedaemon
called Sparta, which contains within it about eight thousand full-grown men. They are, one and all, equal to
those who have fought here. The other Greeks are brave men, but not such warriors as these."
"Tell me now, Demaratus," rejoined Xerxes, "how we may with least trouble subdue these men. Thou must
know all the paths of their counsels, as thou wert once their king."
Then Demaratus answered - "0 king! since thou askest my advice so earnestly, it is fitting that I should
inform thee what I consider to be the best course. Detach three hundred vessels from the body of thy fleet,
and send them to attack the shores of Laconia. There is an island called Cythera in those parts, not far from
the coast, concerning which Chilon, one of our wisest men, made the remark that Sparta would gain if it
were sunk to the bottom of the sea - so constantly did he expect that it would give occasion to some project
like that which I now recommend to thee. I mean not to say that he had a foreknowledge ofthy attack upon
Greece; but in truth he feared all armaments. Send thy ships then to this island, and thence affright the
Spartans. If once they have a war of their own close to their doors, fear not their giving any help to the rest
of the Greeks while thy land force is engaged in conquering them. In this way may all Greece be subdued;
and then Sparta, left to herself, will be powerless. But if thou wilt not take this advice, I will tell thee what
thou mayest look to see. When thou come to the Peloponnesus, thou wilt find a narrow neck of land, where
all the Peloponnesians who are leagued against thee will be gathered together; and there thou wilt have to
fight bloodier battles than any which thou hast yet witnessed. If, however, thou wilt follow my plan, the
Isthmus and the cities of Peloponnesus will yield to thee without a battle."
Achaeamenes, who was present, now took the word, and spoke - he was brother to Xerxes, and, having the
command of the fleet, feared lest Xerxes might be prevailed upon to do as Demaratus advised "I perceive,
o king" (he said), "that thou art listening to the words of a man who is envious of thy good fortune, and
seeks to betray thy cause. This is indeed the common temper of the Grecian people - they envy good
fortune, and hate power greater than their own. If in this posture of our affairs, after we have lost four
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hundred vessels by shipwreck, three hundred more be sent away to make a voyage round the Peloponnese,
our enemies will be, come a match for us. But let us keep our whole fleet in one body, and it will be
dangerous for them to venture on an attack, as they will certainly be no match for us then. Besides, while
our sea and land forces advance together, the fleet and army can each help the other; but if they be parted,
no aid will come either from thee to the fleet, or from the fleet to thee. Only order thy own matters well,
and trouble not thyself to inquire concerning the enemy - where they will fight, or what they will do, or
how many they are. Surely they can manage their own concerns without us, as we can ours without them. If
the Lacedaemonians come out against the Persians to battle, they will scarce repair the disaster which has
befallen them now."
Xerxes replied - "Achaeamenes, thy counsel pleases me well, and I will do as thou sayest. But Demaratus
advised what he thought best - only his judgment was not so good as thine. Never will Ibelieve that he
does not wish well to my cause; for that is disproved both by his former counsels, and also by the
circumstances of the case. A citizen does indeed envy any fellow-citizen who is more lucky than himself,
and often hates him secretly; if such a man be called on for counsel, he will not give his best thoughts,
unless indeed he be a man of very exalted virtue; and such are but rarely found. But a friend of another
country delights in the good fortune of his foreign bond-friend, and will give him, when asked, the best
advice in his power. Therefore Iwarn all men to abstain henceforth from speaking ill ofDemaratus, who is
my bond-friend."
When Xerxes had thus spoken, he proceeded to pass through the slain; and finding the body of Leonidas,
whom he knew to have been the Lacedaernonian king and captain, he ordered that the head should be
struck off, and the trunk fastened to a cross. This proves to me most clearly, what is plain also in many
other ways - namely, that King Xerxes was more angry with Leonidas, while he was still in life, than with
any other mortal. Certainly, he would not else have used his body so shamefully.
BOOK VIII
1. Naval Battle at Salamis
Meanwhile, the Grecian fleet, which had left Artemisium, proceeded to Salamis, at the request of the
Athenians, and there cast anchor. The Athenians had begged them to take up this position, in order that they
might convey their women and children out of Attica, and further might deliberate upon a course of action.
Disappointed in the hopes which they had previously entertained, they were about to hold a council
concerning the present posture of their affairs. For they had looked to see the Peloponnesians drawn up in
full force to resist the enemy in Boeotia, but found nothing of what they had expected; nay, they learnt that
the Greeks of those parts, only concerning themselves about their own safety, were building a wall across
the Isthmus, and intended to guard the Peloponnesus, and let the rest of Greece take its chance. These
tidings caused them to make the request whereofI spoke, that the combined fleet should anchor at Salamis.
So while the rest of the fleet lay to off this island, the Athenians cast anchor along their own coast.
Immediately upon their arrival, proclamation was made that every Athenian should save his children and
household as he best could; whereupon some sent their families to Aegina, some to Salamis, but the greater
number to Troezen. This removal was made with all possible haste, partly from a desire to obey the advice
of the oracle, but still more for another reason. The Athenians say that they have in their Acropolis a huge
serpent, which lives in the temple, and is the guardian of the whole place. Nor do they only say this, but, as
if the serpent really dwelt there, every month they layout its food, which consists ofa honey-cake. Up to
this time the honey-cake had always been consumed; but now it remained untouched. So the priestess told
the people what had happened; whereupon they left Athens the more readily, since they believed that the
goddess had already abandoned the citadel. As soon as all was removed, the Athenians sailed back to their
station ....
Now these were the nations who composed the Greek fleet. From the Peloponnesus came the following: the
Lacedaemonians with sixteen ships; the Corinthians with the same number as at Artemisium; the
Sicyonians with fifteen; the Epidaurians with ten; the Troezenians with five; and the Hermionians with
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three. From the mainland of Greece beyond the Peloponnesus, came the Athenians with a hundred and
eighty ships, a greater number than that furnished by any other people; and these were now manned wholly
by Athenians, for the Plataeans did not serve, as they had in the past, aboard the Athenian ships at Salamis.
[Comith supplied 40 ships, Aegina 30 ships, Chalcis 20 ships, Megara 20 ships, Sicyon 15 ships, and from
other poleis over 30 ships.]
When the captains from these various nations were come together at Salamis, a council of war was
summoned; and Eurybiades proposed that anyone who liked to advise, should say which place seemed to
him the fittest, among those still in the possession of the Greeks, to be the scene of a naval combat. Attica,
he said, was not to be thought of now; but he desired their counsel as to the remainder. The speakers mostly
advised that the fleet should sail away to the Isthmus, and there give battle in defence of the Peloponnese;
and they urged as a reason for this, that if they were worsted in a sea-fight at Salamis, they would be shut
up in an island where they could get no help; but if they were beaten near the Isthmus, they could escape to
their homes.
As the captains from the Peloponnesus were thus advising, there came an Athenian to the camp, who
brought word that the barbarians had entered Attica, and were ravaging and burning everything. For the
division of the army under Xerxes was just arrived at Athens from its march through Boeotia, where it had
burnt Thespiae and Plataea - both which cities were forsaken by their inhabitants, who had fled to the
Peloponnese - and now it was laying waste all the possessions of the Athenians. Thespiae and Plataea had
been burnt by the Persians, because they knew from the Thebans that neither of those cities had espoused
their side ....
Meanwhile, at Salamis, the Greeks no sooner heard what had befallen the Athenian citadel, than they fell
into such alarm that some of the captains did not even wait for the council to come to a vote, but embarked
hastily on board their vessels, and hoisted sail as though they would take to flight immediately. The rest,
who stayed at the council board, came to a vote that the fleet should give battle at the Isthmus. Night now
drew on; and the captains, dispersing from the meeting, proceeded on board their respective ships.
Themistocles, as he entered his own vessel, was met by Mnesiphilus, an Athenian, who asked him what the
council had resolved to do. On learning that the resolve was to stand away for the Isthmus, and there give
battle on behalf of the Peloponnese, Mnesiphilus exclaimed»
"If these men sail away from Salamis, thou wilt have no fight at all for the one fatherland; for they will all
scatter themselves to their own homes; and neither Eurybiades nor anyone else will be able to hinder them,
nor to stop the breaking up of the armament. Thus will Greece be brought to ruin through evil counsels. But
haste thee now; and, if there be any possible way, seek to unsettle these resolves - mayhap thou mightest
persuade Eurybiades to change his mind, and continue here." ...
The fleet had scarce left the land when they were attacked by the barbarians. At once most ofthe Greeks
began to back water, and were about touching the shore, when Ameinias ofPalline, one of the Athenian
captains, darted forth in front of the Iine, and charged a ship of the enemy. The two vessels became
entangled, and could not separate, whereupon the rest of the fleet came up to help Ameinias, and engaged
with the Persians. Such is the account which the Athenians give of the way in which the battle began; but
the Eginetans maintain that the vessel from Aegina began the fight. It is also reported, that a phantom in the
form ofa woman appeared to the Greeks, and, in a voice that was heard from end to end of the fleet,
cheered them on to the fight; first, however, rebuking them, and saying - "Strange men, how long are ye
going to back water?"
Far the greater number of the Persian ships engaged in this battle were disabled, either by the Athenians or
by the Eginetans. For as the Greeks fought in order and kept their line, while the barbarians were in
confusion and had no plan in anything that they did, the issue of the battle could scarce be other than it was.
Yet the Persians fought far more bravely here than at Euboea, and indeed surpassed themselves; each did
his utmost through fear of Xerxes, for each thought that the king's eye was upon himself.
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What part the several nations, whether Greek or barbarian, took in the combat, I am not able to say for
certain; Artemisia, however, I know ,distinguished herself in such a way as raised her even higher than she
stood before in the esteem ofthe king. For after confusion had spread throughout the whole of the king's
fleet, and her ship was closely pursued by an Athenian trireme, she,having no way to fly, since in front of
her were a number of friendly vessels, and she was nearest of all the Persians to the enemy, resolved on a
measure which in fact proved her safety. Pressed by the Athenian pursuer, she bore straight against one of
the ships of her own party. I cannot say whether she had had any quarrel with the captain while the fleet
was at the Hellespont, or no - neither can I decide whether she of set purpose attacked his vessel, or
whether it merely chanced that the ship came in her way - but certain it is that she bore down upon his
vessel and sank it, and that thereby she had the good fortune to procure herself a double advantage. For the
commander of the Athenian trireme, when he saw her bear down on one of the enemy's fleet, thought
immediately that her vessel was a Greek, or else had deserted from the Persians, and was now fighting on
the Greek side; he therefore gave up the chase, and turned away to attack others.
Thus in the first place she saved her life by the action, and was enabled to get clear off from the battle;
while further, it fell out that in the very act of doing the king an injury she raised herself to a greater height
than ever in his esteem. For as Xerxes beheld the fight, he remarked (it is said) the destruction of the vessel,
whereupon the bystanders observed to him - "Seest thou, master, how well Artemisia fights, and how she
has just sunk a ship of the enemy?" Then Xerxes asked ifit were really Artemisia's doing; and they
answered, "Certainly; for they knew her ensign": while all made sure that the sunken vessel belonged to the
opposite side. Everything, it is said, conspired to prosper the queen - it was especially fortunate for her that
not one of those on board the Persian ship survived to become her accuser. Xerxes, they say, in reply to the
remarks made to him, observed - "My men have behaved like women, my women like men!" ...
The Greeks who gained the greatest glory of all in the sea-fight off Salamis were the Eginetans, and after
them the Athenians. The individuals of most distinction were Polycritus the Eginetan, and two Athenians,
Eumenes of Anagyrus, and Ameinias ofPalline; the latter of whom had pressed Artemisia so hard. And
assuredly, ifhe had known that the vessel carried Artemisia on board, he would never have given over the
chase till he had either succeeded in taking her, or else been taken himself. For the Athenian captains had
received special orders touching the queen; and moreover a reward often thousand drachmas had been
proclaimed for anyone who should make her prisoner; since there was great indignation felt that a woman
should appear in arms against Athens. However, as I said before, she escaped; and so did some others
whose ships survived the engagement; and these were all now assembled at the port of Phalerum ....
Xerxes, when he saw the extent of his loss, began to be afraid lest the Greeks might be counseled by the
Ionians, or without their advice might determine to sail straight to the Hellespont and break down the
bridges there; in which case he would be blocked up in Europe, and run great risk of perishing. He
therefore made up his mind to fly; but, as he wished to hide his purpose alike from the Greeks and from his
own people, he set to work to carry a mound across the channel to Salamis, and at the same time began
fastening a number of Phoenician merchant ships together, to serve at once for a bridge and a wall. He
likewise made many warlike preparations, as if he were about to engage the 'Greeks once more at sea. Now,
when these things were seen, all grew fully persuaded that the king was bent on remaining, and intended to
push the war in good earnest. Mardonius, however, was in no respect deceived; for long acquaintance
enabled him to read all the king's thoughts. Meanwhile, Xerxes, though engaged in this way, sent off a
messenger to carry intelligence of his misfortune to Persia.
Nothing mortal travels so fast as these Persian messengers. The entire plan is a Persian invention; and this
is the method of it. Along the whole line of road there are men (they say) stationed with horses, in number
equal to the number of days which the journey takes, allowing a man and horse to each day; and these men
will not be hindered from accomplishing at their best speed the distance which they have to go, either by
snow, or rain, or heat, or by the darkness of night. The first rider delivers his despatch to the second and the
second passes it to the third; and so it is borne from hand to hand along the whole line, like the light in the
torch-race, which the Greeks celebrate to Vulcan. The Persians give the riding post in this manner, the
name of "Angarum." ...
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